Giving Children the
Best Possible Startin

Barnet Labour is proud of our schools which produce some
of the best results in the country.

It is also vital that we look after those children in the
council’'s care who are among our most vulnerable young
people.

The Conservatives failed to prioritise developing Barnet’s
own services for children in our care, over-relying on for-
profit providers that are bad value for money for taxpayers
and lack the direct oversight of council provision.

We are developing in-house provision, and aim to give
every child the best possible start in life by investing in
eadrly help services and ‘Best Start’ hubs.




Alotdone already

Here's just a few key things we've
delivered:

e Helped to ensure that Barnet’s school results remain
among the best in England, with 100 per cent of Barnet
schools now either rated ‘Outstanding’ or
‘Good/Expected Standard’ by Ofsted for the first time.

Three in four children have been offered a place at
their first-choice secondary school this September.

Barnet’s Children’s Services are rated ‘Good’ by
Ofsted with ‘Outstanding’ for services and support to
children in care.

We have increased in-house care homes provision
with two new homes— better value for taxpayers and
better for children in care.

We have ensured young people in our care have the
space to voice their views through ‘My Say Matters’
helping them co-produce the policies that affect their
lives including the Corporate Parenting Strategy.

We introduced the Barnet Young People’s Mental
Health Charter.

We signed up to the Care Leaver’s Covenant, helping
to ensure that the children and young people in our
care have the best possible start in life.

We signed up to ‘My Things Matter’' - ensuring that
any child in care has a suitable holdall to move and
store their belongings with dignity.




Lots more we willdo

We are dedicated to maintaining Barnet's community
schools A-level and GCSE results in the top ten per
cent of local authorities.

We will promote T-Levels and routes to
apprenticeship for those interested in vocational
training.

Our school support service will find ways to support
any school, whether they are community, academy,
voluntary-aided, free school or independent.

We will continue to work to bring as much appropriate
care provision back in house as possible, building on
the two new homes we have delivered already so
taxpayers’ money goes towards service provision not
inflated private profit.

We will continue to honour the care leaver’'s covenant

we have signed-up to - ensuring that the children and
young people in our care have the best possible start
in life.

We will continue to support pupils and students and
their carers to offer the best help and advice for any
young person with special needs.

We will work with the voluntary sector to provide more
out of school activities for young people.

We will work with the Government to give all children
the best start in life, including through new ‘Best Start
Hubs'.

We will increase the number of foster carers.




Lots to lose under
the Conservatives

e The Conservatives did not lobby for private providers to
have their profits capped — bad for children, and bad
for council taxpayers.

The Barnet Conservatives have proposed cutting all
non-statutory services in their alternative budget for
2026/27 — that would mean cutting all the prevention
work to make sure children don’t need high-cost care
services.

The Conservatives let Children’s Service fall to an
‘Inadequate’ rating.




